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Excavation of Han Relief Tombs 11 and 23 at Dabaodang,
Shenmu in Shaanxi

Institute of Archaeology of Shaanxi Province

and

CPAM of Yulin Prefecture

Lying in the sand fifty km southwest of the county seat of Shenmu in Shaanxi, the

site was excavated in 1996, bringing to light twenty-four tombs with more than fifty relief

stones and some pottery,bone and small bronze objects. This is a report on the excavation

of Tombs 11 and 23.

Of a brick double-chambered structure, Tomb 11 has symmetrical stone gate pillars

with beautiful relief. Their upper extremes show a two-storied tower; the middle parts,a

figure with human face and body but bird feet and beast tail, holding a L-shaped object;

the lower parts,a winged dragon.

Tomb 23 of a similar structure is equipped with a well-preserved gate composed of a

beam,a lintel, two pillars,a two-part door and a threshold,all decorated with beautiful re-

lief. The lintel shows a scene of hunting and procession; the pillar, dancers; animals and

plants;the door is carved with ring knockers,mythical animals and foliation.

The tombs are from the late Eastern Han dynasty.
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