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ABSTRACT: At the site of the eastern gate of the outer city of Shimao City Site, there were three types of

mamian-bastions, which were bastions protruding out of the outer surface of the city wall, the barbicans flanking

the gateway and the corner bastions. By the trimming of the relevant archaeological materials, it is revealed that

the bastions roughly emerged in the northern China during the late Longshan Age; Lower Xiajiadian Culture

has yielded special-shaped mamian-bastions in semicircular plan. Before the Han Dynasty, the mamian-bastions

emerged in the northern China much earlier than in the Central Plains, and the numbers were also many more than

the latter. The Han Dynasty and the Three-Kingdoms Period were the developing and maturing periods for the

mamian-bastions, and the Sui, Tang and the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties were the flourishing period of

the mamian-bastions.
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