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The Zi and D Phonological Change in Fengxiang Dialect
WANG Jun-hu
(School of Literature, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: In Shaanxi Fengxiang dialect, there is the syllabic suffix “zi”. Among the forty-one fi-
nals, there are thirty-nine that can develop into zi phonological change. The syllabic “zi” and zi phono-
logical change can be used interchangeably. The zi phonological change in Fengxiang dialect belongs to
the long type, equivalent to that of Linyi and Xia County in Shanxi, and that of Boshan in Shandong. The
zi phonological change in second-tone characters in Fengxiang dialect only drags in sound without
change in tone. The zi phonological change in first-tone, third-tone and fourth-tone characters in Fengx-
iang dialect drags in sound with change in tone, with the value of sound change being equal to the light-
er-sound character of the following two-character group. In Fengxiang dialect, the functional characters
“zhe, di, de” and notional characters “shang” can be omitted, which can be represented with the previous
character with the D phonological change. Characters like “di” “zhe” “de” “shang” and characters with
D phonological change can be used interchangeably. The mode of D phonological change is the same as
that of zi phonological change, namely the syllable being dragged with the sound of the second-tone char-
acters unchanged and the sound of first-tone, third-tone, and fourth-tone characters changed.
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