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A Study on Myth of Yaotai and Yumen in Xia

Dynasty from New Discovery of Building Jade in Shimao
——A Reinterpretation of Little Tradition
from New Knowledge of Great Tradition

YE Shuxian'*
(1.Hubei University for Nationalities;Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
Enshi Hubei,445000,China;2. Institute of Literature of
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100732,China)

Abstract: New discoveries of prehistoric archaeology are of great knowledge and innovation
significance to reinterpret little tradition of text description. Literary anthropologists, turning
their eyes on one of the top ten archaeological discoveries in 2012—building jade phenomenon
of Shimao Site of Shenmu Shaanxi,and taking living cultural practice of North Shamanism as
reference,interpret the cultural resource of China’s first dynasty—Xia Dynasty as mental de-
fense function of exorcism,and come to the conclusion of religious concept that such jade bears
the divine power. They put forward,under the background of the great tradition,a new inter-
pretation of views on such mythological buildings as Yumen and Taotai by Jie of Xia Dynasty:
How the real situation of prehistoric building jade was later exaggerated for Xia Dynasty jade
building.
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