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Jade Route and Dependence of Chinese Civilization on Resources

—Significance of Historical Reconstruction of New Finding of Shimao Jade

YE Shu-xian
(School of Humanities, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: The difficulty in elucidating the origin of Chinese civilization lies in the looking for the
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transition moment from Longshan culture to the Xia, the Shang and the Zhou Dynasty and explaining
the transformation and the reason from the polycentric pattern of the Neolithic Age to the
monocentric pattern of Huaxia. Much has been discussed about the dependence on copper ore in the
Bronze Age. While the discussion of the dependence on resources in the Jade Age, before the Bronze
Age, should be based on archaeological discoveries and focused on jade production and jade culture
transmission. It is of great importance to discuss the Jade Route, which existed before the Silk
Route, because the initial interaction between the center and the periphery started from the
transmission of jade culture and the spread of jade material. In 2012, the discovery of Shimao relic
and jade used for construction justified the reexamination of the influence of the Yellow River on
Chinese civilization. The Yellow River was not so much the water resource for irrigation as the traffic
line for jade resource from Western China.

Key words: Xia culture; the Jade Route; origin of civilization; dependence on resources; new

theory of Yellow River cradle
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Analysis of Peculiar Development Paths in Late Ottoman Empire

WANG San-yi
(School of History and Culture, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract; After the Westernization reforms in late Ottoman Empire, the economy grew, the
society further opened up and westernization enhanced. However, there was a reverse trend that the
road to Constitutionalism was blocked as the power of the government was taken back by Sultan and
the society went back to the autocracy under Abdiilhamid II. The Young Turks continued the
retrogression by new dictatorship. Judging from the perspective of economic and social reforms, the
Tanzimat was continued and deepened under the autocracy. The relationship between provinces was
strengthened with the construction of rails and roads. Foreign trade expanded, foreign invest
increased and the backward empire was getting closed to the world. Many schools, banks,
orphanages, telephone offices and hospitals were built, which obviously showed the advancement of
society. The people were not easily deceived by those in power as they had been in the past. These
posed a challenge to Sultan, who was not willingly to accept the fact that his power should be
restricted, administrating the whole empire. He tried his best to maintain his rule, but the
revolutionary seeds had already been rooted. Unfortunately, the arbitrary of the central figures in the
Young Turks led Ottoman Empire to war, which resulted in the collapse of the Empire.

Key words: late Ottoman Empire; reform continuity; social opening; political retrogress



