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A Study on the Grammaticalization and Typological Features
of Residual Demonstrative Pronoun “ya”
in the Fengxiang Dialect in Shaanxi Province

Zhang Yongzhe
College of Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an Shaanxi 710062

Abstract This paper discusses in detail the process of grammaticalization of “ya”( ) from resid-
ual demonstrative pronoun to emphatic marker of nominal constituent from the perspectives of its
meaning, syntax, and function. Grammaticalization of “ya” is also found in other dialects, but it dif-
fers in degrees in specific dialects. The Chinese demonstrative pronoun “ta” () also shares similar
process of grammaticalization with the word “ya”.

Keywords Fengxiang dialect; residual demonstrative pronoun; “ya”; emphatic marker of nomi-

nal constituent; grammaticalization; typology
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