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ABSTRACT: In 2012, trial excavations to the Houyangwan and Hujiawa Localities of the Shimao Site in

Shenmu County, Shaanxi Province were conducted. At Houyangwan Locality, two square semi-subterranean house

foundations and five burials, two of which were vertical earthen shaft pit burials and three were urn burials, were

recovered. The artifacts unearthed from these features were mainly potteries, plus some stone and bone implements and

large amount of animal bones. At Hujiawa Locality, four house foundations were found, but only the F3 of them was

recovered and only potteries were unearthed. The superposition, intrusion and overlap relationships among the features

and the coexistence of the artifacts revealed by the trial excavations provided important evidences for understanding the

distribution, periodization and dates of the cultural remains within the Shimao ancient city site.
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