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(N7 W5 After the peaceful settlement of the Xian Incident, Jiang Jieshi put General Zhang Xueliang under arrest in

Nanjing. And at the same time, he threatened the army leaders in Xi‘an politically and militarily. The situation in the

northwest deteriorated as Jiang attempted to work out a final settlement for the Communistcontrolled regions. Under

such circumstances, there was a wide difference amng the leaders in Xian. As the supreme leader of the northwestern re-

gion Yang Huchang's attitude was restrained by his own power and influenced by the Communist Party of China, wave-

ring between war and peace. By on the whole, he preferred using force. This strategy was of practical significance to get-

ting Zhang Xueliang back to Xian. But compared to the overall situation of fighting against the Japanese invasion, it was

nearly pointless. Of this Yang had a somew hat clear mind. He had the above-mentioned attitude only because he was un-

willing to give way his old friend, General Zhang.
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