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On Ritual Ideas of Ma Li
XU Ning GAO Hua - xia

( Department of Philosophy Shaanxi Normal University Xi’ an 710062 China)

Abstract: Ma Li was a famous scholar of the Guan school in the mid — Ming Dynasty. He inherited and

developed the thoughts of Zhang Zai who was the founder of Guan school in the Northern Song dynasty.

Ma Li affirmed Li ( rite) from Tian ( nature) and discussed how to adopt a more flexible posture for the

principle of Li ( rite) according to different situation. Moreover he discussed the dual function of Li

cultivating one’ s morality and promoting social enlightenment. Ma Li has played an active role in the re—

vival of the Guan school in the Ming dynasty. Ma’s theory system has the important academic value.
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