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Abstracts of Major Papers in This Issue

Qiao, Quansheng, Cui, Rong & Wang, Weimin, The Non-synchronical Development of Shanxi
Dialect and Mandarin (III)

This paper mainly discusses the advanced development of the fine sound characters of
the “jian(M.)” group in Shanxi dialect, which shows the non-synchronical development of
Shanxi dialect and Mandarin.

Key words: Shanxi dialect, non-synchronical development, fine sound characters of the “jian
(JL)” group, advanced development

Tang, Sze-Wing, Reflection on Dialect Grammar Research

This paper raises several topics for dialect grammar research and it holds that dialect
grammar research is part of grammar research and the methods of comparative linguistics is
applicable to it. The so-called Chinese with local features is valuable for academic research
and can be a window for dialect grammar research. Dialect grammar should be an important
basis for Chinese grammar research.
Key words; dialect, dialect grammar, standard Chinese, Hongkong Cantonese

Zhou, Zheng, On the Evolution of Finals and Tones in Mixed Dialect Spoken in Southern
Shanxi Province

This paper discusses the evolution of finals and tones in mixed dialect spoken in
southern Shanxi province, In the eastern area of this region, language contact can be found
between central area Mandarin and Jianghuai Mandarin, and between southeastern Mandarin
and Jianghuai Mandarin. In the western area of this region, language contact can be found
mainly between central area Mandarin and southeastern Mandarin. The evolution of finals
and tones caused by the language contact is rule-governed.
Key words: mixed dialect spoken in southern Shanxi province, finals, tones, evolution

Shi, Chunhong, Constructional view on syntactical structures and the relevant theories

This paper discusses the logic base and theoretic implicature of the development,
framework and strategy of the constructional view on studies of syntactical structures. It
firstly points out that syntactical analysis has gone through a development from structure to
construction., In this constructional perspective, the emergence of constructional features and
the transparency of form and meaning have attracted great attention in the studies of
syntactical structures, Constructions possess both constructional features and non-
constructional ones, thus both the constructional and non-constructional strategies should be
integrated, In addition, this paper makes a further reflection on the validity of construction
grammar,
Key words: syntactical structure, constructional view, constructionality, emergence, reducibility
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