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ABSTRACT:The Hanjiagedan locus is located on a small tableland, which is east-west oriented with a tongue shape,
in the center of the Shimao site but close to the Eastern section. Overlooking to the Huangchentai, this locus is an important
area with both residential and mortuary remains. The archaeological work in 2014 demonstrated that the locus was first used
for residence and then as a cemetery. Early phase cultural remains of the locus include house foundations, which are basically
cave-dwellings. In the late phase, the locus was changed into a cemetery including shaft-pit tombs, stone-coffin tombs, and
catacomb tombs. The first kind of tombs were particularly abundant. Even though several of them are large sized burials,
most of these tombs have sporadic remains surviving after the looting activities. In juxtaposing with the function of the key
area inside the site of Huangchentai, all these evidence suggests the Hanjiagedan locus is an important elite cemetery.
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