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On the Evolution of Shenmu’s( ) Border Status in the

Ming Dynasty and Its Reasons

SHANG Fei' LI Zheng-ying’

(1. Institute of History and Tourism Culture Inner Mongolia University Hohhot 010000 Inner Mongolia;

2. College of Vocational Technical Inner Mongolia Agricultural University Baotou 014109 Inner Mongolia)
Abstract: Shenmu located in the north of Shaanxi province is the region under the jurisdiction of Yansui Town(

) in the Ming Dynasty in which there are much Ming Great Wall and military fortifications along the Great
Wall. During the period of the emperor Ming Taizu( ) and Ming Chengzu( ) Shenmu$ military status
is not highlighted because of the government taking active military strategy. However from the Dongsheng Wei(

) was located inland in the period of YongLe( ) to Dongsheng Wei was abolished in the period of ZhengTong
( ) Shenmu gradually and eventually became an important military frontier to defense Mongolia. In addition to
the traditional sense of national defense policy and military situation the regional economic development was an im—
portant factor impacting of Shenmu$ military status.
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