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Modal Adverb Gan BX and Its Origin in

Shenmu Dialect of Northern Shaanxi Province
Xing Xiangdong & Zhou Lifang
Abstract InShenmudialect ofnorthern Shaanxi province, the basic function of the mddal
adverb gan B in various sentence patterns and sentence types is to show confirmation,
expressing asubjectivebelief of “that’s true”. The paper describes the usages of gan and
compares it with the cases in other Jin dialects. Based on documents in the Ming dynasty,
the paper argues that modal adverb gan in Shenmu dialect is grammaticalized from the
auxiliary verb gan expressing possibility. ' ‘ ‘
Key words Jin dialects, Shenmu Dialect, gan B{, modal adverb, confirmation, origin
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