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Evolution of Wu Zetian’s Image and Its Gender Culture Connotation

HAN Lin

(Faculty of Humanities, Dalian University,Dalian 116622, China)

Abstract: The two images “angel” and “devil” usually appeared in literary works. Wu Zetian offend the patriarchal culture

system,are portrayed as “the devil”. The narrator’s stand has experienced three stages: the Tang and Five periods

Dynasties basically accord with the facts;adding subjective factors during the song and Yuan Dynasties;the Ming and Qing

Dynasties were demonized. The point of the story from a political issue, transfer to a national problem,finally evolved into

a gender issues. The novels of Ming and Qing Dynasties violently transformed Wu Zetian, including the reduction of ruling

ability; eroticize her love;demonized her posterity etc.. This change is the generalization resulting from gender philosophy

to political field in feudal society;the product of male “individual narcissism” going up to “group narcissism” ; patriarchal

system completely deprived of the women’s right to speak in works.
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