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ABSTRACT: This article addresses the issues of the date, layout, funeral practices, and ethnicity affiliation of the Shijiahe
cemetery. This cemetery primarily dates to the Middle Warring States period with a few outlying examples dating to earlier or later
periods. The assemblage of funeral goods includes multiple components from various cultures such as the Xirong culture, Qin cul—
ture, and threeJin culture. In addition, some components in the assemblage clearly demonstrate a connection with Steppe-style
bronzes in the Northern Zone. This mosaic pattern indicates a chronological shift of the nature of the cemetery through time. During
the Early and Middle Warring States period, this cemetery was occupied by the Rong ethnic group which was closely related to the
Wei state. Later this region was conquered by the Qin state and primarily occupied by Qin residents.
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