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The Drawbacks of the Ruling System of the Eastern Han Dynasty from

the Perspective of Yang Zhen’s Death from Persecution
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Abstract: Yang Zhen was a great Confucian scholar and eminent courtier in the reign by Emperor
An in the Eastern Han Dynasty. Being proficient in Confucianism, and uncorrupt as an official with a
high position, he never hesitated in remonstrating the emperor for his loss of virtue and misadministra-
tion without reservation for self-protection. The criticism from Yang Zhen covered all the drawbacks of
the ruling system of the Eastern Han Dynasty, such as the interference with administration from the
queen’ s relatives, scrambling for power from the eunuchs, wet nurse’s involvement in political affairs,
the corrupt practice, and disputes among different cliques. The reason why Yang Zhen was persecuted
to death by the ruling group was that he adhered to the Confucian doctrine of “politics and philosophy”
without integrating himself into the “interest groups” of the officialdom.
Key words: Yang Zhen; “Guanxi Confucius”; “omniscience”; direct remonstration; the Eastern
Han Dynasty; drawbacks
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