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An Analysis of How Wang Xizhi 's Script
{Preface to the Collection of Orchid Pavilion Poems)
was Obtained by the Imperial Court

Bian Xiaoxuan

Abstract: Wang Xizhi ’s Script {Preface to the Collection of Orchid Pavilion Poems) is a gem of
Chinese ancient calligraphy. The story of its creation, its being genuine or sham has always been a
mystery since the time of the Six Dynasties. {The Whole Story of Orchid Pavilion) by He Yanzhi is

the only reliable historical record in the study of this problem. The opposite records in the unofficial
history of the Tang Dynasty appeared later than that. We should not doubt the truthfulness of He

Yanzhi ’s record only because of the falsehood of the unofficial history of the Tang Dynasty.
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