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Pictorial Stone Tombs of the Eastern Han in Dabaodang, Shenmu, Shaanxi

School of Museology of Xibei (Northwestern) University
Shaanxi Pwovincial Institute of Archaeology
Yulin Municipal Archaeological Team

Shenmu Office for the Preservation of Ancient Monuments

From 1996 to 1998, archaeologists discovered 26 tombs of the Eastern Han and a city site of the Han
Dynasty in Dabaodang Town, Shenmu County, Shaanxi Province. Exquisite pictorial stones were unearthed
fiom 14 of the tombs. These mateials have all been published in the book Shenmu Dabaodang — Excavation
of the City Site and Tombs o fthe Han Dynasty. In the autumn of 2008, 3 additional Han tombs were exca
vated in Dabaodang Town. Pictorial stones were unearthed from two of the tombs (M1.M3). All of the
stones are decorated with basreliefs images, partly painted in black and red. The images include chanot
pwocessions, immortals, feathered people, propitious birds and animals. The 3 tombs can be date to the
eally and middle Eastern Han pernod.
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